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Why are you terrified? (Matt 8:26)
When I was a kid I was a afraid of a lot of things. The dark, snakes, heights, the bully at school who
teased me. As I got older the fears changed but they never went away. I simply found ways to
overcome the fears. Sometimes it was by doing the things that scared me. (Thank you, science class,
for making me handle a snake). Sometimes it was by realizing what I was afraid of was silly. (Now I
kind of like the dark.) Sometimes it was by learning enough about the thing I was afraid of that it
doesn’t seem scary anymore. (But to be honest, I still really don’t like heights, but I will deal with them.
Just don’t ask me to go on a roller
coaster with you.)
Fear is something we all have. It leads to anxiety about a situation and can even stop us from doing
things that we want to do. They say that most of the things we worry about in our lives never happens
anyway. But yet, we still are afraid. But when it comes to our lives we are not supposed to live in fear!
When we have God on our side what do we have to be afraid of?
We find Jesus on a boat in Matthew chapter 8 and he is hanging out with the disciples, a big storm
comes up and they freak out. But this is Jesus. God here on earth. God who created the storm in the
first place. He isn’t scared. He made the storm. Jesus tells the disciples,
“Why are you afraid?” You people of weak faith.” He calms the storm, and the people were impressed.
We should be impressed too! The God of all the universe, the Creator of heaven and earth doesn’t just
know your name but wants a relationship with you. He sent His Son for your sins. He tells us in the
Bible at least 365 times…Do not be afraid!
When we as believers accept that the God of Angel Armies has our back, what do we have to be afraid
of?
-Brent Vicars

Matt 8:26 NIV He replied, “You of little faith, why are you so afraid?” Then
he got up and rebuked the winds and the waves, and it was completely
calm.

Scan for P.Brent's
message to you.

February 2
Why do you harbor evil thoughts? (Matt 9:4)
Matthew 9:4 ESV
But Jesus, knowing their thoughts, said, "Why do you think evil in your hearts?"
In this story in Matthew 9:1-7, some people brought a paralytic to Jesus. These people were
friends of the paralytic and had great faith that Jesus could heal their friend and allow him to
walk. Wow! These are wonderful friends! I hope to always have friends in my life that would
go to such lengths to help me spiritually and physically!
Let's call the paralytic’s friends the "good guys." The good guys had pure thoughts and motives; they
desired to help their friend, both physically and spiritually. They did not have evil in their hearts in this
story.

However, that is not the whole story…
There were some scribes nearby watching all this take place. Scribes and Pharisees were two
distinct groups, but some scribes were Pharisees. A scribe is someone that has vast
knowledge of the law. Scribes were a big deal! As these scribes were watching Jesus heal the
paralytic, they began to talk amongst themselves that Jesus was being blasphemous, that He
was not doing the will of God. They were so focused on the law that their hearts did not
recognize the Savior at work!
I don’t think Jesus heard them talking, although Scripture says He knew their thoughts. He
knew they were thinking that Jesus should not be healing this paralytic, so he corrected the
scribes and told them He has the authority to do the Father’s work here on earth.
That brings me to a serious point. God knows what is in our hearts and thoughts! When we
think evil (unpure, unkind, mean, untrue, doubtful, etc.) thoughts, He knows! Sometimes we
think these thoughts and immediately ask God to help us think on things that are lovely and
pure (Philippians 4:8). But, sometimes we harbor those bad and evil thoughts.
Why would we harbor these evil and unkind thoughts? Sometimes it could be because
someone has wronged us, hurt us, or we are jealous of someone. It is our nature to want to
get revenge, keep a count of the things people do against us, and feel a bit satisfied when
someone mean gets what is coming to them. But, as Christians, we are not to live in the
natural state, but the supernatural (through God’s help, of course)!
Besides, we gain nothing by harboring evil thoughts, in fact the opposite is true. Harboring evil
thoughts hurts us and our relationship with God.
CONTINUED...

Why do you harbor evil thoughts? (Matt 9:4)
continued...

Are you harboring any evil/unkind/untrue/mean thoughts?

Did you think of those evil thoughts immediately, or are they so deep-rooted that you had to
really ponder?

Are you ready to give those thoughts to God and make them submit to the truth?

Matthew 9:4 NIV Knowing their thoughts, Jesus said, “Why do you
entertain evil thoughts in your hearts?

Shannon has
more to tell you.

February 3
Do you believe I can do this? (Matt 9:28)
Jesus Christ asked the most penetrating questions ever recorded.
In the ninth chapter of Matthew a man comes to Jesus and tells him his daughter has died. But
then he says, “if You will put Your Hand on her she will live”. Do you hear the faith in that
statement? This man really believed. It Is apparent from his statement he completely believed
Jesus was going to raise his daughter from the dead. He wasn’t just saying I believe you CAN
heal my daughter he was also saying I believe you WILL heal my daughter.
Jesus goes with him to the daughter but on the way a woman who has been seriously ill for 10
years touches the hem of his garment and is instantly healed (ON THE WAY)! He tells her, “Your
faith has made you whole”.
In this single chapter the Bible records five healings.
When you read these passages it becomes clear Jesus loves to heal us. But it’s also clear He
wants us to have faith. He wants us to believe in His ability to do anything, all things.
The Bible teaches us without faith it is impossible to please God. I believe the type of faith
demonstrated by this man is the level that really pleases God.
When we pray for God‘s divine intervention into situations we must believe with all the faith we
have. That does not mean we can bully God into doing things against His Will. God’s thoughts
and ways are higher than our thoughts and ways. It is possible because of his superior
knowledge what we are asking is not the best. But that should not keep us from asking for the
best result we know.
A few years ago I was in a small group and a prayer request was made. It was obvious because
of the severity of the request only God could help.
One of the participants spoke up and said “we know God can do this” and in my mind I agreed.
But there was an out-of-town visitor in the group and she said “even the devil knows God CAN do
it, it is our job to believe He WILL do it “.
That one small statement has made a big difference in my faith. When we pray for people and
situations with all our heart soul body mind and faith we have done our part. The rest is
God’s.
-Greg Allen

Scan to hear
and see Greg

February 4
Why did you doubt? (Matt 14:31)
Immediately Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead of him to the other
side, while he dismissed the crowd. After he had dismissed them, he went up on a
mountainside by himself to pray. Later that night, he was there alone, and the boat was
already a considerable distance from land, buffeted by the waves because the wind was
against it.
Shortly before dawn Jesus went out to them, walking on the lake. When the disciples saw him
walking on the lake, they were terrified. “It’s a ghost,” they said, and cried out in fear.
But Jesus immediately said to them: “Take courage! It is I. Don’t be afraid.”
“Lord, if it’s you,” Peter replied, “tell me to come to you on the water.”
“Come,” he said.
Then Peter got down out of the boat, walked on the water and came toward Jesus. But when
he saw the wind, he was afraid and, beginning to sink, cried out, “Lord, save me!”
Immediately Jesus reached out his hand and caught him. “You of little faith,” he said, “why did
you doubt?”
And when they climbed into the boat, the wind died down. Then those who were in the boat
worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.” Matthew 14:22-32
Let’s really look at verse 31 that reads:
Immediately Jesus reached out his hand and caught him. “You of little faith, “he said, “why did
you doubt?”
Do you have doubts?
Do you have fears?
We all do but with this scripture we are reminded by Jesus to cry out to him and he will reach
out his hand and pick us up.
When those doubts and fears want to consume you, remember Jesus didn’t wait, he didn’t
pause, he immediately reached out for Peter and he will immediately reach out to you.
-Carrol Martin

Scan to hear
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February 5
How many loaves do you have? (Matt 15:34)
You Matter
Have you ever felt like what you do isn’t all that important to God? That maybe you
aren’t old enough, rich enough, or smart enough to serve God in a meaningful way?
Then I have good news for you, you are. In fact, the most important thing you can do
for God is to be available to him.
In the New Testament Jesus feeds 4,000 with a few small fish and seven loaves of bread.
And do you know where he got those fish and bread? From a boy who was willing to give up
his lunch. But here is the cool part, many people came to know Jesus through his miracle of
feeding the 4,000. Through this miracle they believed the things He had to say, all because a
boy was willing to give up his lunch.
Sometimes life can feel overwhelming and we wonder if the things we do really matter
but all we need to do is be available to God’s call, He will handle the rest.
-Mindy Newsome

Matt 15:34 NIV “How many loaves do you have?” Jesus asked.“Seven,”
they replied, “and a few small fish.”

Scan for a message
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February 8
Who do people say the Son of Man is? (Matt 16:13)
Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people say
that the Son of Man is?”
In this story in Matthew 16:13-20, Jesus goes from asking His disciples who people say He is to asking the
disciples who THEY say He is. Scripture tells us that Simon Peter replied, “You are the Christ, the Son of
the living God.” Jesus goes on to tell Simon Peter that he is truly blessed because no one told him who
Jesus was; he just knew in his heart, the Holy Spirit revealed it to him. How cool!
It makes me wonder, did any of the other disciples reply to Jesus’ question of who they say He is? Maybe
they agreed with Simon Peter and it just wasn’t recorded, or maybe no one said anything after Simon
Peter’s response.
Of course, then I think, who do I say He is? Who do I say the Son of Man is? When I really think about it, He
is so many things to me and sometimes not all at the same time.
Have you ever needed comfort and received it? Have you ever searched for guidance and got it? Have you
ever longed for deliverance and felt it? I have, and so much more! Jesus has been so many things to me –
He is everything I require and ever will require. -Shannon Hensley

Matt 16:13 NIV When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked
his disciples, “Who do people say the Son of Man is?”
Who has Jesus been for you?

Has the answer to the question, “Who is the Son of Man” changed/
evolved for you?

Scan to hear
from Shannon

Is there something you need Jesus to be for you that He is not yet?

What would it take for Jesus to be all you truly need?

February 9
Do you want to be well? (John 5:6)
When Jesus saw him lying there and learned that he had been in this condition for a long
time, he asked him, “Do you want to get well?” John 5:6 (NIV)
Before we get into the meat of this message, I want to set the stage for you. If you read earlier in this
chapter, we find that this man had been sitting in the same spot for 38 years. Can you
imagine sitting in the same spot for 38 years and just waiting for someone to come rescue you.
When Jesus saw the man, he asked one simple question-- “do you want to get well?”
To me, the man’s answer is the most interesting part of this story. In verse 7, the man replies to Jesus…
“Sir,” the invalid replied, “I have no one to help me into the pool when the water is
stirred. While I am trying to get in, someone else goes down ahead of me.
This man had sitting (or laying) and waiting for 38 years! WOW!
I know many of you are thinking well that’s a cool story and all, but I’m not 38 years old so that
doesn’t really apply to me…but how many of you have been sitting in your mess for 38 days, 38 minutes, 38
seconds. The time doesn’t matter, what matters is that you don’t even have to sit in your mess for one
second, because Jesus is constantly reaching out His hand and asking, “do you want to be well.” I don’t
know what is holding you down today, but we serve a God who is in the business of turning lives around.
Whether what you are facing is big or small Jesus is reaching out to you and asking, “do you want to be
well?” Take a minute or two today and see what junk you can hand over to the Father.
I think that a lot of times, we sit in our mess and just wait for someone or something to pass by to help us.
We look to friends, social media, and celebrities, while all the time Jesus is whispering to us, do you want to
be well?
-Rebecca Coleman

Scan to see a message
from Rebecca

February 10
Why are you testing me? (Matt 22:18)
18-19 Jesus knew they were up to no good. He said, “Why are you playing these games
with me? Why are you trying to trap me? Do you have a coin? Let me see it.” They
handed him a silver piece. 20 “This engraving—who does it look like? And whose name
is on it?” 21 They said, “Caesar.” “Then give Caesar what is his, and give God what is
his.” 22 The Pharisees were speechless. They went off shaking their heads. Matthew
22:18-22 from the Message
The Flat Tire
Two students were taking organic chemistry at the university. Having done well in their in-term
work and labs, they were both going into the final exam with solid A’s. So far so good. Trouble
was, they were so confident that they decided to party the night before the big test. It was a
great night; one thing led to another, and they ended up sleeping late the following morning.
They missed the exam! Disasterville! Being inventive souls, though, they went to see the
professor to explain that they had been visiting a sick, out-of-town friend the night before. On
the way home they had got a flat tire. With no spare tire and no car jack they were stranded.
They could only manage to hitch a lift back to town mid-morning, which is why they missed
the test. They were really sorry to have missed the exam, they said (they were so looking
forward to it!) but wondered if they might be able to take it that afternoon. The professor
thought about it for a moment and decided that this would be permissible since they had not
had time to discuss the exam with any of the students who had already taken it. After a short
break for lunch the two students were ready for the test. The professor placed them in
separate rooms, handed each of them an exam booklet and told them to begin.
Page one, question one. A simple one for 5 points. This will be easy!
Having answered the first question each of the students turned the page for question number
two: It read: “Which tire?” (95 points)!!!!!

Where to Take It from Here...
The first thing those students realized when they saw the final question was that their
professor wasn’t nearly as stupid as they thought he was. Second, they realized that they
were caught in a lie with no way out.

continued...

Why are you testing me? (Matt 22:18)
continued...
If you’ve ever been caught in a lie, you already know that lying makes it impossible for anyone
to trust you. The Bible emphatically urges honesty. The admonition to tell the truth is one of
the Ten Commandments. That is what Jesus did every time He was questioned by leadership,
he responded with the truth in the form of a question. Remember He is God and knew that
they already knew the answer.
And every time they walked away knowing that what He said was true.
Jesus taught that “the truth will set you free” (John 8:32) and that is what we should do. Lying
may seem like the easiest way to fix the problem, but in the end, you will become trapped with
no way out. If we choose to be like Jesus and tell the truth, things may not be perfect, but this
choice will set you free of the burden of a lie.
What choices have you made that you wish you would have told the truth?

Ask Jesus to show you how to be more truthful in further situations. -Pastor Jeff Coleman

P.Jeff wants
you to scan this.

February 11
Where is your faith (Luke 8:25)
One day Jesus said to his disciples, “Let us go over to the other side of the lake.” So they got
into a boat and set out. As they sailed, he fell asleep. A squall came down on the lake, so
that the boat was being swamped, and they were in great danger.
The disciples went and woke him, saying, “Master, Master, we’re going to drown!”
He got up and rebuked the wind and the raging waters; the storm subsided, and all was calm.
“Where is your faith?” he asked his disciples.
In fear and amazement they asked one another, “Who is this? He commands even the winds
and the water, and they obey him.” Luke 8:22-25

I recently asked a friend of mine which prayer he wanted God to answer above all others.
He said he wanted to be free of fear.
“I thought about praying for God to fix my problems, but I realized that I wouldn’t be afraid
for even five seconds, and the next problem would show up and I’d get afraid again,” he told
me. “I want to be free of fear because fear makes me miserable, and fear makes me do
dumb things. Those dumb things make bad things worse.”
Fear is one of the chief forces that seems to be flat-out thriving now.
We are afraid of the future, afraid of people who are unlike us, afraid of the rising levels of
violence and tragedy surrounding us. When social media posts read doom and gloom, we
may be tempted to agree with the enemy, “The world is a dangerous, scary place.”
Fear is a pack animal; it doesn’t travel alone. Fear hangs out with anxiety, worry, and fret.
When the fear team breaks down your door, chaos is quick to follow. Trivial matters become
huge. What if’s cause paralysis. You’re tempted to shrink back from the big, beautiful life
God intends for you.
You know how I know these statements to be true? Yep, fear tries to consume me too, so…
living fearless is one of my top God-goals in life. I am always learning that my response to
fear should mimic God’s teaching:
“Be careful to obey all the law My servant Moses gave you; do not turn from it to the right or to the
left, that you may be successful wherever you go. Keep this Book of the Law always on your lips. Be
strong and courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged, for the LORD your God will
be with you wherever you go.” Joshua 1:7-9
continued...

Where is your faith (Luke 8:25)
continued
In this passage, God reminded Joshua that the true defense to fear is found in words, but not just
anyone’s words. Speaking, believing and declaring the truth of God’s Word.
I just love that!! But why does this matter?
When I acknowledge my fears in light of God’s truth, I gain the confidence to move forward in spite of
my fears, thus undoing any of fear’s hold on me.
WHAT IF…. we were to make Joshua’s promise ours?
WHAT IF… we awoke each day and, as we prepare to fight our (fear) battles, we declared, “God is my
refuge and strength!”? God’s Word is flawless, and He remains a shield to everyone who takes refuge
in Him (Proverbs 30:5).
WHAT IF… we talked back to that fear about our God, the same One who commanded even the
stormy winds and the water to obey Him!!
WHAT IF … your fear shrank back when you spoke, believed and declared the truth of God’s Word?
God wants that to be our story!
-Pastor Tammy Nielson

scan here for a message
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February 12
Could you not watch for me one brief hour? (Matt 26:40)
Have you ever felt like you just don’t have the time to spend with God? Or time to read his Word? Or
don’t have time to pray or talk with him? Have you ever said these words, “I am not a morning person,
I can’t get up that early?” Or “I just don’t have time to do my devotions after school because I have to
eat, do homework, and then go to practice.” Or “I am too tired to read at night. I will fall asleep.” Well
guess what, you are in good company. Been there, done that and to be honest, still do that.
As we are reminded in our Pastor’s sermon series, “Questions Jesus Asked.” There is one particular
question that jumps out at me and Jesus keeps asking me this question over and over. “Could you not
watch for me one brief hour?” (Matthew 26:40)
Jesus and the disciples were at the Garden of Gethsemane. They went there so Jesus and the
disciples could spend time in prayer before the most important day in history, the crucifixion. He was
hoping his disciples would keep watch and pray so they will not give in to temptation, but he already
knew they wouldn’t stay awake. He’s God. This happened a couple times that night before Jesus was
arrested. The reason this speaks to me is because I am like those disciples. I fall asleep or use every
excuse to not spend time to read God’s word or pray or just spending time talking and then listening to
what God has to say. But I always seem to have time to go play basketball, play drums, watch a tv
show, or cheer on the Steelers. If you are making excuses and not reading or praying at all, I want to
encourage you to start now and start small. Get up 15 minutes earlier in the morning or spend 15
minutes before you go to bed, or maybe the best time for you is right after school before your evening
activities begin. It doesn’t matter when you do it as long as you just do it. Then, when this becomes
part of your routine, you can make it a little longer, 20 minutes, 30 minutes, 45 minutes, and before you
know it, you might be spending an hour or longer. And maybe you will not hear Jesus say to you,
“Could you not watch for me one brief hour?”
-Troy Cossel

Matt 26:40 NIV Then he returned to his disciples and found them
sleeping. “Couldn’t you men keep watch with me for one hour?” he asked
Peter.

Scan for Troy's
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February 15
[To the Blind man] Do you see anything? (Mark 8:23)
Go ahead and read Mark 8: 22- 26 below:
When they arrived at Bethsaida, some people brought a blind man to Jesus, and they begged him to
touch the man and heal him. Jesus took the blind man by the hand and led him out of the village.
Then, spitting on the man’s eyes, he laid his hands on him and asked, “Can you see anything now?”
The man looked around. “Yes,” he said, “I see people, but I can’t see them very clearly. They look like
trees walking around.”
Then Jesus placed his hands on the man’s eyes again, and his eyes were opened. His sight was
completely restored, and he could see everything clearly. Jesus sent him away, saying, “Don’t go
back into the village on your way home.”
After reading this, several questions come to my mind, such as:
1) Why did Jesus feel the need to take the man by the hand and lead him out of the village?
2) Why did Jesus spit in the man's eyes before laying His hands on him?
3) Why would Jesus, the Son of God, need to ask, "can you see anything now?" Was Jesus
worried that He was unable to perform a miracle?
4) Was Jesus surprised that the man could not see clearly?
5) Was it necessary to touch him a second time?
6) Why did Jesus not want the man to go back into the village on his way home?
There are so many questions in these few verses! Do we honestly think that Jesus was surprised?
We have been blessed by God. Sometimes we have lost our focus and need to be reminded of His
touch. In these crazy times I myself have found the need to Refocus. Refocus on family. Refocus on
priorities. Refocus on what truly matters. Sometimes we know we are blessed, we just need to
Refocus to truly SEE our blessing.
-Elaine Sobieraj

Mark 8:23 NIV He took the blind man by the hand and led him outside the
village. When he had spit on the man’s eyes and put his hands on him,
Jesus asked, “Do you see anything?”
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February 16
How many wicker baskets full of leftover
fragments did you pick up? (Mark 8:19)
As I reread Mark 8, the first thing I noticed was when Jesus said “I have compassion for these
people.” These people had been there with Jesus and His disciples for three days listening to
His teachings. He knew that many of them had a long walk to return to their homes. He says,
“If I send them home hungry, they will collapse on their way.” This shows me that the Jesus I
know and love cares for our daily needs. He wants us to be healthy and safe. Not only does
He want this for us, but He has the power to provide it, as well.
As the scene unfolds, the disciples ask where they will be able to get enough to feed such a
large crowd in such a remote place. Jesus does not even entertain their question. He simply
asks them how many loaves they have. They have seven, so Jesus takes the seven loaves
and gives thanks. He then has disciples distribute the loaves and a few fish among the
people. All the people eat until they are satisfied. They didn’t eat just enough to sustain life,
they ate until they determined they were satisfied! After everyone finished eating, the disciples
collected the leftovers in baskets. They were left with SEVEN basketfuls of bread pieces!!!
How often are we just like the disciples? We know the need in front of us and Who is beside
us and we choose to focus on the need rather than the Provider. I know our world seems
upside down in so many ways right now, but I also know that the same God who fed 4000
with seven loaves, and then had seven basketfuls of leftovers is the same One who has
compassion on you and me! He cares about your circumstances AND He also has the power
to meet your needs. Please remember that you are loved by the One who created you and He
will MORE than fulfill your needs. You will have to count the basketfuls of leftovers when He is
done!
-Becky Neal

Mark 8:19 NIV When I broke the five loaves for the five thousand, how
many basketfuls of pieces did you pick up?”“Twelve,” they replied.
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February 17
Why are you thinking such things in your heart?
(Luke 5:22)
One day Jesus was teaching, and Pharisees and teachers of the law were sitting there. They had
come from every village of Galilee and from Judea and Jerusalem. And the power of the Lord was with
Jesus to heal the sick. Some men came carrying a paralyzed man on a mat and tried to take him into
the house to lay him before Jesus. When they could not find a way to do this because of the crowd,
they went up on the roof and lowered him on his mat through the tiles into the middle of the crowd,
right in front of Jesus.
When Jesus saw their faith, he said, “Friend, your sins are forgiven.”
The Pharisees and the teachers of the law began thinking to themselves, “Who is this fellow who
speaks blasphemy? Who can forgive sins but God alone?”
Jesus knew what they were thinking and asked, “Why are you thinking these things in your
hearts? Which is easier: to say, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Get up and walk’? But I want you
to know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins.” So he said to the paralyzed man, “I
tell you, get up, take your mat and go home.” Immediately he stood up in front of them, took what he
had been lying on and went home praising God. Everyone was amazed and gave praise to God. They
were filled with awe and said, “We have seen remarkable things today.” Luke 5:17-26
Thinking God's thoughts is a huge and high goal. Thinking God’s thoughts is best done and the easiest
when we quote His very Word.
What comes into our minds when we think about God is the most important thing about us. So what
comes to mind when you think about God? I remember as a little girl thinking of God as a very old man
with a long white beard, cheeks puffed out, blowing what appeared to be a strong wind (I lived in Iowa
and we had strong winds daily!) I remember His face portrayed this way in a picture hanging in my
Sunday School classroom.
What comes to your mind when you think about God?
Do you see Him as the One who gives you breath and keeps your heart beating?
Do you see Him as the One who watches over you and your family?
Do you acknowledge His power as greater than any power you could ever witness on this earth?
Or, honestly now, is He a little remote, sort of out of touch with everything that is happening in our
world and to you? How you see God makes all the difference in how you view your life.
CONTINUED...

Why are you thinking such things in your heart?
(Luke 5:22)
continued...
Want to go deeper? Check out this guy named Job …read chapter 27, then…
Think of Job's situation—he is now broke, childless, friendless, and diseased. Covered with boils,
he is living with a high fever and constant pain. On top of that he is misunderstood, being blamed
for secret sins, and is now rejected by those who once respected him.
How in the world does Job go on? There's only one answer: his view of God keeps him going, not
what others are saying. And he recommits himself to things that matter… he is now focused fully
on the things of God.
Identify what is distracting you from thinking about God?
How would you answer Jesus’ question, “Why are you thinking these things in your hearts?”
-Pastor Tammy Nielson

Luke 5:22 NIV Jesus knew what they were thinking and asked, “Why are you
thinking these things in your hearts?

P.Tammy wants
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February 18
Which of these three in your opinion was a neighbor
to the robber’s victim? (Luke 10:36)
The parable of the Good Samaritan tells the story of a young man who is robbed and left for dead. He is a
Jewish man and is left for dead not only by the man who robbed him, but by his fellow Jews as well. There
was a priest, whose job it was to care for those in need. But he crossed the street so he wouldn't have to
deal with the man. There was a man of the Tribe of Levi, a Jew who also crossed the street.
They may have had what, in their mind seemed like good excuses. Maybe they thought he was faking and
was waiting to attack them. Maybe they thought the robber was still there, waiting for another victim. Those
are things that would have made me want to run.
But along came a man whose culture said he should hate the victim. They were supposed to be enemies.
He definitely should have crossed to the other side. But he chose to help him. He went above and beyond,
taking the man to a hotel and paying for his care and his room.
Luke 10:36 says,“Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of
robbers?”
Today, there is a lot of divide in our country. We are told by others who the good guys are and who the bad
guys are. We are told who to love and who to hate. But Jesus tells us to love everyone, especially those we
think are our enemies. Our neighbors are everyone we come into contact with. And Jesus wants us to go
out of our way to love everyone.
I challenge you to love outside your boundaries. Be a light that shines on everyone you see.
-Pat Wright

Luke 10:36 NIV “Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to the
man who fell into the hands of robbers?”

Scan to see Ms. Pat

February 19
If even the smallest things are beyond your control,
why are you anxious about the rest? (Luke 12:26)
How much do you worry? And what does all that worry get you?
People worry about so many things. Most of which never even happen. We worry about
the future, having the right answers, but the answer to worry is always the same thing…
Trust in Jesus. He has got this covered.
But here we are, still worried. Why?
We see this in Luke Chapter 12.
Go ahead and read Luke 12:25-26.
Who of you by worrying can add a single hour to your life? Since you cannot do this
very little thing, why do you worry about the rest? …
The simple truth of the matter is that worry is like sitting in a rocking chair for a couple of
hours. You may have done a lot of rocking, but all that work and effort didn’t get you
anywhere.
Jesus said that worry won’t add time to our life. The simplest and easiest thing we can
do is not to worry about what we cannot control. If there is nothing we can do about it,
then why worry about it.
Pray about what you are concerned about. Take care of or fix what you can, but don’t
worry about it. Worrying about it things you can’t control only makes you worried.
Faith in Jesus is not knowing how things are going to work out but trusting him anyway,
that they will.
So, put away your worry. What do you need to trust Jesus with today?

Luke 12:26 NIV
about the rest?

-Pastor Brent

Since you cannot do this very little thing, why do you worry

Scan for a message
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February 22
Do you want to be well? (John 5:6)
Read: John 5: 1-15
Key verse: “Then Jesus said to him, “Get up! Pick up your mat and walk.”
There at the pool called Bethesda, many disabled people would lie waiting for an angel of the
Lord to stir the waters. The first one in the waters after they were stirred would be healed!
Could you imagine lying there hopeless, day after day waiting for the waters to be stirred, only
to be trampled or too slow to make your way into the water?
Then Jesus, the Healer, appears and approaches someone who had been an invalid for thirtyeight years and asks him, “Do you want to get well?”
Wasn’t it obvious? Of course he wanted to get well. Who would want to be a hopeless invalid?
The man tells Jesus, that he has no one to help him, and when he tries on his own, he’s
unsuccessful. Then Jesus tells him to get up, pick up his mat and walk. The man was
immediately cured and picked up his mat and walked! It was a miracle!
Are you hopeless today? Have you looked around for help, only to feel all alone? Have you
tried to solve your problems, only to feel trampled and unsuccessful? Do you feel stuck,
waiting with no end in sight? That’s how life can be before Jesus approaches you. But thank
God that Jesus saw the man lying there. He sees you too. He knows your condition. He
knows how long you’ve been there. And He asks you, “Do you want to get well?” If your
answer is yes, listen to what He tells you next.
Maybe He’ll tell you to:
1. Get up- your situation has knocked you down, but you don’t need to stay there. Get
back up with Jesus by your side.
2. Pick up your mat- get to work. Roll up your sleeves. Be ready to do what it takes.
3. Walk- move forward. Forget what is behind and strain towards what’s ahead. Jesus sees
you and is ready to do a miracle in your life. You must be ready to believe and obey. It would
have been silly for the man to continue lying there hopeless after Jesus cured him. You must
not continue to sit there hopeless either. Tell God you want to be well, believe He has cured
you, and obey what He tells you next.

continued...

Do you realize what I have done for you? (John 13:12)
continued

Selfie time
1. What has you paralyzed today?

2. How will “getting up” help you overcome your situation?

3. What are some things you might need to do in order to “pick up your mat?” In other words,
what is your responsibility in this?

4. What might be holding you back from moving forward?

5. What do you sense God telling you to do in this?

-Diana Haslick

Scan to see Diana

February 23
How is it that you seek praise from one another and not seek
the praise that comes from God? (John 5:44)
Whose approval do you want?
John 5:44 (NLT) "No wonder you can't believe! For you gladly honor each other, but you don't care
about the honor that comes from the one who alone is God."
John 41-43 Talking to the Jewish leaders Jesus said, "Your approval means nothing to me,
because I know you don't have God's love within you. You gladly honor each other but don't care
about the honor that comes from the one who alone is God."
Wow! Jesus experienced what you and I have gone through. As a teen, peer pressure is powerful
in your life. What do you say and do when another teen is being made fun of? Do you laugh? Are
you afraid of being treated the same way?
How much pressure do you feel to wear certain clothes? Are you able to say no when drugs or
alcohol are offered to you? If you are at a party and know you shouldn't be there, do you leave or
stay? Are these peers the role models you need? Do you really want to be like them?
Are you being bullied or are you bullying?
Did you know that adults are often judged by what they wear? People notice where you live and
what kind of car you drive. Even grown ups seek acknowledgment sometime.
Guess what. None of us are alone. The same God that created us and wants us to seek his
approval, is with us everyday and every minute. He knows what we go through. He understands
that we want recognition from others. His grace and approval is all we need. In fact it is the most
important approval of all.
Prayer God, give us the courage to stand up for you. Help my witness to be consistent. Forgive me when
I have been more concerned about what others think about me than I have about honoring you.
Thank you, Lord, for staying with me. Amen.
-Beth Allen

John 5:44 NIV How can you believe since you accept glory from one another
but do not seek the glory that comes from the only God?
Scan for a message
from Beth

February 24
Where can we buy enough food for them to eat? (John 6:5)
"Oh Lord my God, I know that Publix has an excellent bakery and would be happy to take a
catering order...hold on Christ I might even have a digital coupon on my app." Yeah that's my
answer to this question. What would yours be?
Go ahead and read John 6: 5-11 for the full picture.
Thank heavens I wasn't there to chime in my two cents (well my thoughts), everyone knows
how frugal I am right!? I imagine that if I was indeed there to hear Jesus ask the disciples this
question I would of gone straight into problem solving mode. This is a mode I am very used to
and comfortable in. You gotta problem, I'm gonna solve it. BUT hold on wait a minute. Jesus
doesn't need my help AND he didn't need the help of the disciples. He already knew what he
was going to do, A MIRACLE, for all to witness. He was only asking this question as a test.
So back to me as a problem solver... should I jump every time someone in my life brings up a
"problem" or "concern"? Should I be so eager to solve their problems? Should I be worried
about how to make life better or easier or smoother for them, or is this the path that they need
to take in order to be tested by God? Maybe, I should be more of a listener and a comforter
and a source of hope for these complaints or concerns.
I can trust that God has a plan for me and the person coming to me to be heard. I can trust
that God already knows what will happen and what is best for that person. I can obey God is
His command for me to love my neighbor just as they are, better yet, where they are.
-Cindi Williams

John 6:5 NIV When Jesus looked up and saw a great crowd coming
toward him, he said to Philip, “Where shall we buy bread for these people
to eat?”
Who is my life needs for ME to listen to them more?

Scan to see
Cindi

Who in my life can I GO TO to talk without judgement or fear?

Am I asking others to solve my problems?
OR am I trusting in God to lead me along the path He has for me?

February 25
Do you realize what I have done for you? (John 13:12)
“Do you understand what I was doing?”
Read John 13:1-17
When you hear the word “servant,” what pops into your mind?

Maybe something like:
- Somebody is going to make me do something I don’t want to do?
- I have to do something for someone I don’t even like?
- I have to act like a “slave” and do whatever someone else wants me to do?
- ________________ (add your own thoughts here.)
In the scripture today, we find Jesus and the disciples meeting for one last dinner before
Jesus’ arrest later that night. During dinner, Jesus got up to wash His disciples’ feet. They
were meeting in a neutral location, but had it been someone’s home, it would have been the
custom for the lowest ranking servant in the house to wash each guest’s feet as they entered
the home where they’d be invited. There was a reason why the lowest servant had to do this
somewhat unpleasant act of service. Dirt paths and lots of sheep, horses, COWS, donkeys,
dogs, etc. made walking in sandals (common footwear back then) a bit gross. So, to be the
one to wash someone else’s feet was simply put, an awful task that could even make
someone gag!
After three years with Jesus, the disciples were in awe of their teacher’s knowledge and
power. He was their hero, the one who always had the right answer for everyone, the one who
performed miracles and put up with their lack of faith. So, it was somewhat hard for them to
believe, there Jesus was, on His feet in front of them – washing their feet. Peter didn’t get it
and didn’t want Jesus to do it.
Then when Jesus asked them, “Do you understand what I was doing?” the disciples were
certainly uncertain!! Jesus was about to take all the sins of not only them, but the sins of the
whole world upon himself, allowing Himself to be crucified as the ultimate sacrifice for sin.
What could be more “servant-like” than that?

continued...

Do you realize what I have done for you? (John 13:12)
continued
Jesus teaches us that the greatest among us is the one who serves others the most.
1. What’s the most amazing part of this story for you?

2. Are you willing to show others the love of Jesus by serving them unselfishly?

3. If so, how could you serve someone in your home? your neighborhood? your
school? Sit for a moment and think, write down some ideas, then be like Christ
and serve someone without need for recognition or repayment.

4. The next time someone asks you to serve, do it cheerfully and thank them for the
opportunity to serve – and – do it in the name of Jesus, your Savior.
-Pastor Nate

scan here for a message
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February 26
Do you love me? (John 21:16)
John 21:16 NIV Again Jesus said, “Simon son of John, do you love me?”He
answered, “Yes, Lord, you know that I love you.”Jesus said, “Take care of my sheep.”
Here in John 21:16, we find Simon Peter, the son of John, being addressed due to the fact he
made some very serious mistakes in his walk with Jesus. Simon Peter was asked three times,
if he loves Jesus and if he did, was he caring for His sheep. It must have been very important.
Can any of you think of a time you were told something several times, before you did it? Were
there any serious consequences for your lack of action?
The sheep in the text are Jesus’ people that do not know Him in the pardon of their sin.
Jesus is asking you today: “Do you love me? What is your answer? Is there an eagerness to
serve Jesus?
Are you willing to tell people (His sheep) about the goodness of God? There are many who
need help, many who need to hear the good news that Jesus loves you, and wants to forgive
you, and want you to be true to Him. We all at some time make mistakes or do things wrong
like Simon Peter, but Jesus has taken care of our sins and covered it, because we are not
perfect we are human.
Do you want to show your love to Jesus, then help others, and share the word of God?
-Jeannette Chenoweth

Scan to see
Sister C.

notes

notes

notes

www.LegacyChurchGA.com

